1901-1904                   CHAPTER VI
THE END  OF BRITISH   ISOLATION
FROM the beginning of the twentieth century onwards British Ministers were more and more beginning to doubt if Lord Salisbury's preference for the policy of isolation could be maintained or whether it could properly be described as "splendid." In all European countries public opinion was raging against Great Britain for her supposed oppression of the Boers, and it was only a question whether feeling was stronger in Berlin, Paris or St. Petersburg. But furiously as the other nations might rage, she could still up to this point rely for her safety on the supreme fleet which rendered them impotent for action. From 1900 onwards, however, two new facts called for serious consideration. First, the Germans were evidently preparing to challenge British sea-power; second, a situation was developing in the Far East which, unless very carefully handled, might leave Great Britain at the mercy of a hostile combination. The first was to develop over a period of years; the second was urgent and immediate.
During the year 1898 Japan had watched uneasily while Russia occupied Manchuria which she had marked down for herself, and for the next few years she wavered between the two alternatives of making her peace with Russia while installing herself in Corea, and of forming an alliance with a European Power which would strengthen her hands against Russia. To Lord Lansdowne, who had succeeded Lord Salisbury as Bor^ Secretary in the year 1900, the former alternative seemed foil of menace for British interests. Britain cotdd not single-handed undertake die task of bolstering up Cfaim against foreign aggression, and, strong as her fleet mLht
t£k* fR    ^ k ^^ ^^ Wate*S be Cqual t0 a combi*a~ ana japan wita an unfriendly Germany awaiting
tor opjxxtunity.  Lord Lansdowne concluded that the only way «tt of thsatuatroiwas to make common cause with Japan.
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"'• " -   ' • •        , ,'• ' ". . '*''7'''l''«^%^fe-i^:''s kst word Lord Salisbury raised the vital questions to which his successors were to give the answers in the next thirteen years, and, it may be said not untruly that, when he laid down the reins, the last of the great exponents of splendid isolation l^td passed from die scene. He died in 1903.
